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   Summer Reading and Writing 
 
I am looking forward to meeting next year’s Advanced Placement Literature class, and I 
am sure you are enthusiastic about participating in this program, which should be 
challenging and exciting.  AP Literature is not just another honors course; it is a college 
course that promotes intellectual independence and initiative. 
 
To ease your way into this course, I have prepared a summer reading program that is an 
integral part of this course.  You must read and take notes on one novel and one play.  
My hope is that this will keep you engaged as thoughtful readers and writers throughout 
the summer.  You should also find it to be a big help as you will be starting the school 
year with a substantial amount of required reading completed.  
 
This will be an easier, more enjoyable task if you do not wait until the last minute to do 
it.  The reading is varied – one is a realistic novel from 19th century England, the other a 
classic American play from the 1950s – and I hope you will find them entertaining as 
well as inspiring.  Completing these reading and writing assignments is a prerequisite for 
continued participation in this class, as I will use both literary works to introduce you to 
literary analysis, how to arrive at a clear statement of theme, and how to write a critique 
that analyzes the importance of literary devices. 
 
Tests on the reading will follow very soon after we return to school.  While reading these 
books, please take detailed notes on the major literary elements of plot, character, and 
setting.  Keep these notes together as you will refer to them during the year and while you 
are preparing your essay.  School copies of all selections are available for summer 
reading.  You may want to buy your own copies, however, especially if you wish to 
annotate pages of the text.   
 
The summer reading test will include an in-class open response essay on one of the 
summer reading works as well as an objective portion that will focus on character and 
setting identification, quote identification, short answers, and word fill-ins using passages 
from each literary work. 
 
Reading and Notes:  This summer, please read and take notes on the following two 
works: 
-Hard Times by Charles Dickens 
-Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller; (can be found on p. 1302 of The Compact 
Bedford Introduction to Literature, Sixth Edition available at school) 
 


